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A NEW STATEMENT OF CONSCIENCE

AS GEORGE W. BUSH is inaugurated for a second term, let it not he said that people in the United States silently acquiesced

in the face of this shameful coronation of war, greed, and intolerance. He does not speak for us. He does not represent us.

He does not act in our name.

NO ELECTION, whether fair or fraudulent, can legitimize criminal wars on foreign countries, torture, the wholesale violation
of human rights, and the end of science and reason.

IN OUR NAME, the Bush government justifies
the invasion and occupation of Iraq on false
pretenses, raining down destruction, horror,
and misery, bringing death to more than
100,000 Iraqis. It sends our youth to destroy
entire cities for the sake of so-called demo-
cratic elections, while intimidating and disen-
franchising thousands of African American
and other voters at home.

IN OUR NAME, the Bush government holds in
contempt international law and world opinion.
[t carries out torture and detentions without
trial around the world and proposes new
assaults on our rights of privacy, speech and
assembly at home. It strips the rights of Arabs,
Muslims and South Asians in the U.S., denies
them legal counsel, stigmatizes and holds them
without cause. Thousands have been deported.

AS NEW TRIAL BALLOONS are floated
about invasions of Syria, or Iran, or North
Korea, about leaving the United Nations,
about new "lifetime detention" policies, we say
not in our name will we allow further crimes
to be committed against nations or individuals
deemed to stand in the way of the goal of
unquestioned world supremacy.

COULD WE HAVE IMAGINED a few years
ago that core principles such as the separation
of church and state, due process, presumption
of innocence, freedom of speech, and habeas
corpus would be discarded so easily? Now,
anyone can be declared an "enemy combatant"
without meaningful redress or independent
review by a President who is concentrating
power in the executive branch. His choice for
Attorney General is the legal architect of the
torture that has been carried out in Guanta-
namo, Afghanistan, and Abu Ghraib.

THE BUSH GOVERNMENT seeks to impose
a narrow, intolerant, and political form of
Christian fundamentalism as government
policy. No longer on the margins of power,
this extremist movement aims to strip women
of their reproductive rights, to stoke hatred
of gays and leshians, and to drive a wedge
between spiritual experience and scientific
truth. We will not surrender to extremists
our right to think. AIDS is not a punishment
from God. Global warming is a real danger.
Evolution happened. All people must be free
to find meaning and sustenance in whatever
form of religious or spiritual belief they
choose. But religion can never be compulsory.

These extremists may claim to make their
own reality, but we will not allow them to
make ours.

MILLIONS OF US WORKED, talked,
marched, poll watched, contributed, voted,
and did everything we could to defeat the
Bush regime in the last election. This
unprecedented effort brought forth new
energy, organization, and commitment to
struggle for justice. It would be a terrible
mistake to let our failure to stop Bush in
these ways lead to despair and inaction. On
the contrary, this broad mobilization of peo-
ple committed to a fairer, freer, more peace-
ful world must move forward. We cannot, we
will not, wait until 2008. The fight against
the second Bush regime has to start now.

THE MOVEMENT AGAINST THE WAR in
Vietnam never won a presidential election.
But it blocked troop trains, closed induction
centers, marched, spoke to people door to
door — and it helped to stop a war. The Civil

Rights Movement never tied its star to a pres-

idential candidate; it sat in, freedom rode,
fought legal battles, filled jailhouses —
and changed the face of a nation.

WE MUST CHANGE the political reality
of this country by mobilizing the tens of
millions who know in their heads and
hearts that the Bush regime's "reality"

is nothing but a nightmare for humanity.
This will require creativity, mass actions
and individual moments of courage. We
must come together whenever we can, and
we must act alone whenever we have to.

WE DRAW INSPIRATION FROM the
soldiers who have refused to fight in this
immoral war. We applaud the librarians
who have refused to turn over lists of our
reading, the high school students who
have demanded to be taught evolution,
those who brought to light torture by the
U.S. military, and the massive protests
that voiced international opposition to
the war on Iraq. We affirm ordinary
people undertaking extraordinary acts.
We pledge to create community to back
courageous acts of resistance. We stand
with the people throughout the world who
fight every day for the right to create
their own future.

ITIS OUR RESPONSIBILITY to stop the Bush regime from carrying out this disastrous course. We helieve
history will judge us sharply should we fail to act decisively.

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF THE 9,000+ SIGNERS OF THIS STATEMENT AND TO DOWNLOAD PRINTABLE VERSIONS, viSIT WWW.NION.US. vou cAN ALSO SIGN THE STATEMENT ON THE WEBSITE OR BY WRITING TO THE ADDRESS BELOW.
HELP PRINT THE NEW NOT IN OUR NAME STATEMENT OF CONSCIENCE IN PUBLICATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND INTERNATIONALLY. MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTION PAYABLE TO NOT IN OUR NAME, AND MAIL TO NOT IN OUR NAME, 305 W. BROADWAY,
PMB 199, NEW YORK NY 10013. WE SUGGEST A $200 CONTRIBUTION, BUT ALL CONTRIBUTIONS LARGE OR SMALL HELP TO MAKE THE GOAL POSSIBLE. YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.



